






















Chinook Salmon Life History 

           Stream-Type 
• Dominate the northerly part of the 

species range, from about 56 degrees 
North in British Columbia up through 
Alaska; 

• Tend to return to freshwater a relatively 
long time before spawning; 

• Run and spawn earlier in the year; 

• Utilize the higher-elevation reaches of 
upper tributaries; 

• Have a relatively long freshwater 
juvenile phase and migrate to sea as 
yearlings; 

• Exhibit extensive offshore migration 
patterns. 

 

               Ocean-Type 
• Dominate the southerly part of the 

species range, from down in California 
up through the coastal streams of 
Oregon and Washington; 

• Tend to return to freshwater a relatively 
short time before spawning; 

• Run and spawn later in the year; 

• Utilize mostly the mainstem and lower 
tributaries of rivers; 

• Have a relatively short freshwater 
juvenile phase and migrate to sea as 
subyearlings; 

• Have a more coastal oceanic 
distribution. 
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