


Oregon Trout 

• ODFW stocks 7M trout yearly 

 

• Evaluation objectives 

o Return-to-creel (RTC) 

o Harvest 

o Angler Effort 

 

• Traditional creel methods 

o Expense 

o Long-term monitoring 

 

• ODFW Trout Working Group 
(2013) 

o Focus on resident fisheries 

o Need for effective creel 
    

 

 



Idaho Research 



Oregon’s Tag Team 

• Modeled after Tag-You’re-It 

(IDFG) 

o Ratio of reward to non-

reward FLOY tags 

o $50 = 92% reporting rate 

 

• Wallowa Lake in 2014 

o Henry Hagg Lake, and Lake 

of the Woods ongoing 

 

• Cost 

o R&E Grant-$16,000 

o Assume all rewards funded 



Wallowa Lake 

• Nearly 40K stocked yearly 

o 38K Legal, 2K Trophy 

o Stocked 6 times from 

May-August 

o Distributed by stocking 

boat or at ramp 
 

• Questions 

o What is current RTC? 

o What are harvest rates? 

o When are fish caught? 

o Where do fish go after 

release? 
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Tagging 
• FLOY Tags 

o Visible, customizable, low cost 

 

• Tag allocation 

o Numbers 

o Representative samples per 
release date, location, and size 
class 

 

• Methods 

o In-hatchery day before release 

o Requires  3-4 people 

o 2-3 hours to tag 350-400 fish 

 

• Held in net pens within raceway 
overnight 

o Low tag loss/mortality 

 

 



Reporting 

• Advertise 

o Press releases 

o Signs @ waterbodies 

o Advertising effort 

 

• Let anglers collect the data! 

o ODFW office or marina 

o Phone, Online, Mail 

options 

 

• Reward disbursements 

o Must have tag in hand to 

disperse  reward 

 

 

 

 

 



Results 

• Legals 

o 1,740 – Non $ tags released 

• 446 returned (25.6%) 

o 76 – $50 tags released 

• 42 returned (55.3%) 

 

• Trophies 

o 156 – Non $ tags released 

• 45 returned (28.8%) 

o 14 – $50 tags released 

• 8 returned (57.1%) 

 

• $2,500 dispersed 

o 50 tags (56%) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Exploitation 

• 19,127 fish caught of ~32,000 

(61%) 

o 754 Trophies (62%) 

o 18,373 Legals (60%) 

 

• 14,197 harvested (45%) 

o 598 Trophies (49%) 

o 13,600 Legals (45%) 

 

• Harvest of caught fish 74.5% 

 

• Median days between release and 

capture = 9 
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Movement 

• Where were fish caught after 

release? 

o Yellow = % of total release 

o Red = % of total returns 

 

• Most fish caught outside zone of 

release 

o 58% of returns from zone 8 

o Conditions or Effort? 
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Challenges 

• Not all reports come in 

complete 

o Follow-up  

 

• Fish are being released 

without tags 

o May be hard to train 

anglers 

 

• No estimate for effort 

o No catch rates 

 

 

 



Benefits 

• Provides cost/time effective 
creel 

o Return to creel 

o Harvest 

o Fishery Performance 

o Size-class performance 

o Movement 

 

• Stocking Strategies 

o Timing 

o Stock performance 

o Location 

 

• Get anglers involved in 
management 

o Increased contact/outreach 

o Good experiences 

 

 

 

 



Conclusions 

• Return-to-Creel 

o ODFW objective of 60% 

• Harvest 

o 45% harvest on all fish 

• Release timing 

o Best returns early July 

o Move August stocking 

earlier? 

• Movements 

o Stocking boat not 

needed to disperse fish 

 




