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Fish survey results for 
lakes and unmapped ponds 

(2007)

17% of all surveyed lakes and unmapped ponds contained at 
least one salmonid species (1,712 / 9,863).

1,059 sites with brook trout
655 sites with rainbow trout
353 sites with golden trout
79 sites with brown trout
40 sites with cutthroat trout



89% of lakes larger than 2.5 hectares 
and deeper than 3 meters have trout







yellow-legged frog 
reproduction in Bishop Cr. 



CDFG Mission Statement

To manage California's diverse fish, wildlife, and 
plant resources, and the habitats upon which they 

depend...

for their ecological values,

and for their use and enjoyment by 
the public

for their ecological values,









Plan Objectives

• “Manage wilderness lakes in a manner which 
maintains or restores native biodiversity and 
habitat quality, will support viable populations of 
native species, and provides for recreational 
opportunities considering historical use 
patterns…”

• Trout stocking provisions 
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Why management plans?

• Facilitates landscape scale (watershed) 
approach vs. ad hoc lake-by-lake

• Focuses on restoration networks

• Enables balanced management between 
native fauna and historic recreation

• Standardizes Department approach 
across regional boundaries 



• Provides quick reference
(stocking and monitoring schedules, current 

and past management) 

• Aids in communications with agency 
personnel and public

• Meets Department’s Strategic Plan goal of 
“emphasizing multi-species planning, 
analysis, and management for large 
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems”





Fisheries Management
Aerial Stocking



Fisheries Management
Experimental Stocking



• Region 6

3,134 primarily lakes and ponds included in 22 
basin management plans 

– Larger lakes have fish
• ~90% (290 of 336) lakes > 2.5ha (7.5 acres) and >

3m deep

– 479 lakes with self-sustaining fisheries

– 79 lakes are stocked with GT, RT, or CT-L
• 37 of which also have self-sustaining BK
• Quality based





• Region 6 
– 281 proposed native fauna restoration waters

– Category 1 = 188
– Category 2 = 79
– Category 3 = 14
28 with MYLF are already made fishless, or in process

– 540 waters managed as “Amphibian 
Resource” 

– 270 waters with Rana sierrae; 170 have 
reproduction – represents ~ 45 populations



Helen Lake,
Cascade Creek

Tower Lake,
Kirkwood Creek

Lake 17742,
Middle Fork San Joaquin

Emerald Lakes,
Middle Fork San Joaquin

Eastern Brook Lakes,
Little Lakes Valley

Rock Creek
Gable Lakes,

Pine Creek

Treasure Lakes,
South Fork Bishop Creek

Sixth and Seventh lakes,
North Fork Big Pine Creek

Bench, Matlock, and 
Slim lakes

Independence Creek

Current MYLF 
Restoration Projects









Maximum # of Mountain Yellow-legged Frogs Observed at Matlock, 
Bench, and Slim Lakes by Year
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