
































































































High Seas Recovery Location Codes 
 
 
Column 1: Level 0 (State or Province): 7 = High Seas 
Column 2: Level 1 (Water type): M = Marine 
Column 3: Level 2 (Sector):    (see Figure 1 below): 

  1 = North Pacific Ocean (nearshore) off WA-OR-CA,  
        2 = North Pacific Ocean off British Columbia,  
        3 = Gulf of Alaska, 
       4 = Bering Sea, 
       5 = Western Pacific Ocean, 
        6 = North Pacific Ocean (offshore) off WA-OR-CA 

 
Figure 1.  High seas sectors (column 3: level 2).  The Alaska Peninsula and Aleutian Island chain separates 
Sector 4 from Sectors 5 and 3.     
 
After Level 2 (columns 1-3), high seas recovery location codes do not follow a hierarchical scheme.  Some or 
all of the following columns may contain no data, irrespective of whether any other columns (preceding or 
following) contain data: 
 
Columns 4,5:   Blank 
Columns 6,7:   Latitude (degrees) 
Column 8:   Hemisphere (typically N for North) 
Column 9:   Blank 
Columns 10-12:  Longitude (degrees) 
Column 13:   Bearing (E or W) 
Columns 14-16:  Blank 
Columns 17-19:  NMFS Statistical Area, as explained below 



 
NMFS Statistical Areas 
For some high seas fisheries recoveries, a precise latitude and longitude were not provided by observers, and 
NMFS Statistical Areas were provided instead.  For these location_codes, there is no entry for latitude or 
longitude, and a 3-digit code is entered in columns 17, 18, and 19 of the location_code.  This 3-digit code refers 
to the NMFS Statistical Area, as defined below. 
Coordinates of Bering Sea-Aleutian Islands Statistical and Reporting Areas can be found at 
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/rr/figures/fig1tbl.pdf . 
A figure showing Bering Sea-Aleutian Islands Statistical and Reporting Areas can be found at 
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/rr/figures/fig1.pdf . 
Coordinates of Gulf of Alaska Statistical and Reporting Areas can be found at 
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/rr/figures/fig3tbl.pdf . 
A figure showing Bering Sea-Aleutian Islands Statistical and Reporting Areas can be found at 
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/rr/figures/fig3.pdf . 
All of the above web pages can be found referenced at http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/rr/figures.htm , a website 
maintained by the Alaska Regional Office of NOAA Fisheries 
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